I am honoured …
I am delighted to receive Texthelp’s Dyslexia Champion Award
for 2013. The award recognises, ‘someone that goes beyond the
call of duty to help people with dyslexia and promote
awareness.’ It is the first time my work in the field of
dyslexia has been recognised.
I taught for many years at Coventry Technology College and for
five years ran the BEN Unit, a large basic skills unit with
over 500 learners, so I came across plenty of people of all
ages with dyslexia and soon came to realise two things. First
they were mostly really clever because they often hid their
problems from family and employers and managed to cope with
all the written text that life throws at you. Secondly that
dyslexia was much more than a spelling problem or even a
reading and writing problem.
I have written 5 books about dyslexia, including How to Help
your Dyslexic and Dyspraxic Child published by Crimson
Publishing which looks to bridge the gap between home and
schools. Right now I am finishing off a series of conversation
cards for Fink
called Dealing with Dyslexia at Home and
Dealing with Dyslexia at School
When I worked at Becta the government agency for ICT I came to
realise that technology could help people overcome the
problems associated with dyslexia including literacy, short
term memory and organisational issues.
Technology can help people be more independent. It ensures
that their text is legible (not always the case with
handwriting), can easily be edited and looks professional. But
technology now is so much more than just the word processing
software of a few years ago. Now it can read text, provide a
picture dictionary, change the colour of text, help learners

with study tools and fulfil many more functions.
TextHelp is one of the world’s leaders in the field of
dyslexia software. They are in the vanguard of developers who
make software easy to use for people who struggle with reading
and writing. They don’t make ‘special’ software. They create
tools which open up the web and standard software to everyone.
TextHelp are experts in ICT and dyslexia and I am honoured
that they have recognised my contribution to the field.

