Great day in Worcester
Big thanks to everyone who came to my training day last Friday
in Worcester. It was organised by Walford and North Shropshire
College and brought together staff from further education
colleges across the region. It was called From Theory to
Practice and the idea was to develop lots of practical
activities to use in the classroom with Foundation level
students. These may have learning difficulties but certainly
will have literacy issues and be ‘quick forgetters’ so
teachers will need a variety of materials and approaches to
revisit the subject matter in different ways.
I wanted to make it a very lively course with lots of group
work and hands on activities to do. I was lucky as the
delegates were keen to take part. We took the theme of food
hygiene and played card games, made a podcast about a dirty
hotel, created pop ups so when the mouse hovers over a picture
of a chicken, information about temperatures pops up.
We
played with PhotoStory and Smart Notebook software to make
some drag and drop and rub and reveal activities using visuals
and a kinaesthetic approach.
By the end of the day we all knew more about food hygiene than
we thought was possible and the delegates had a workbook of
materials to adapt for their own subject.
Check out the PROGRAMME here. Similar courses can be booked
through Martin Smith at Education Associates
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Bett – The seminar …
Last week I did a seminar at BETT. Because of the heavy
snow I was quite confident I would have an audience of
about 6 people, duly bedraggled and damp, and would struggle
to keep going in an atmosphere of gloom and despondency. well
I was wrong. There were about a hundred people in total,
including those sitting on the floor and standing at the back
and they were an interested, interesting and knowledgeable
crew so I learnt some new stuff as well.
The seminar was called Technology and the Future of Literacy
It was based on the findings of the Niace book Screens and
Pages -Technology and Reading for Pleasure •
It looked at iPods, e-readers, the internet and digital
literacy and you can read a review here.
I will be doing it all again at the Education Show at the
National Literacy Association Campaign for Reading Conference:
The Future of Reading? on Friday 5th March at 3pm

